
Thaumatrope 
 
A thaumatrope is an optical illusion made into a toy. Two pieces of paper with images on them 
are glued back-to-back. When you twirl the thaumatrope between your hand quickly, the two 
images appear to blend into one. 
 
Supplies 

1. Wooden skewers 
2. Construction paper of assorted colors 
3. Cup for tracing 
4. Pencils 
5. Markers and crayons 
6. Tape 
7. Glue 
8. Scissors 

 
Procedure 

1. Pick construction paper color of choice and fold in half. 
2. Trace a circle onto the paper using the cup. 
3. Cut out circle and draw pictures. 

 



4. Tape skewer to one circle.  

 
 

5. Glue the second circle to the first. 

 
 

6. When craft is complete, please return clear bin with supplies to the storage room. All 
the supplies can be left in the bin and put on the white table—no need to put back each 
individual supply.  
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